 Home Group outline

Three parts:  Prayer, word, Fellowship

A.  Truths God has been restoring in our day that has application to home meetings.


1. The replacing of religion with relationships.  Relational theology


2. The restoring of Joyous praise and true worship in spirit and truth.


3. The experiencing of real fellowship -Koinonia.


4. The restoring of normal “every-believer-a-minister” functioning.

5. The restoration of the Kingdom of God (rule of Christ) in all aspects of believers lives, family, church etc.  The mandate to extend the Kingdom in the earth.


6. The restoring of the Biblical idea of discipleship, and making disciples of the Lord.



Purposes of home meetings
1. Developing community.  They help encourage Prayer, word and fellowship or community, our common life together in Christ and by the Spirit.

Church is not a meeting but a way of life.  People living out their relationships in Christ together on a daily basis.


2.  Disciple the harvest:  personal care for new saved or spiritually immature.

3. Help build a sense of family.

Meeting together and fellowshipping with the group, a sense of family is developed. 

Through various group activities, service projects, outings, common struggles together, family memories are experienced which instill a sense of family.


4. Provide a setting where God’s word is worked out in our lives.
Sunday morning messages is amplified in and shared with the application of the word into lives.  Encourage to pursue the word with application. 


5. Create a relaxed, natural atmosphere for spontaneous participation in



Spiritual gifts.

6.   Atmosphere that is good for training new leaders.

7.  Pastoral care of the sheep.  They are points of contact to see how people are 




doing so we can see how to care for them.

8. A place for seekers. Provide a less threatening atmosphere to bring new saved and non-saved people so they get a taste of Kingdom life.

9. They are service ministries in the church not individual platforms for personal ministry. 


Goals: and mentalities to be avoided.

A. It is not an independent group: a mentality that drifts toward autonomy from the rest of the church.


1. Direction for the Home groups should come from the pastoral team and eldership.  



home groups are the place where the church vision gets rubbed into peoples lives.


B. Avoid trying to make it into a miniature Sunday morning meeting
The main goal is to build each other up by word prayer and fellowship. This is biblical community and is an extension of the church community.



Flexibility and Spontaneity should be the rule.

C. Try to keep it from being viewed as just a Bible Study or a Prayer Meeting (although we should pray, try to avoid set types of prayer and follow the Spirit).  You are a life Group displaying Gods life in Citykyrkan

# If you cannot handle a pastoral issue in your group, refer it to the Pastor.

Benefits of Home Groups:  This list was arrived at by a group of veteran home group participants.

1. Close contact with smaller groups enabling you to develop friendships and a sense of family.

2. Easier to bear one another’s burdens in prayer because you have gotten to know the person you are praying for, enabling you to really intercede for them.

3. Gives you a chance to have close contact and fellowship with other Christians during the week.

4. People know you well which gives one a sense of accountability.  You feel a responsibility for the group.


5. Easier to share your feelings in hard times.

6. Helps you feel more a part of the larger group by being a part of the smaller group.

7. Easier to move in gifts of the Spirit because you don’t feel intimidated by a large crowd.  You aren’t as self conscious with people you know well.


8. More personal attention given in personal prayer.


9. Easier to disciple and provide personal care for people.

10. Have a lot of family fun.


11. Learn from each other:  Raising a family, handling conflicts, adversity etc.


12. More fellowship with others during the week.


13. Creates a relaxed time during the week, centered around the things of God.


14. Help you be reminded that you can be informal and real in the presence of God.


15. Provides more opportunity (you become more aware) to serve others.


16. Stimulates us by introducing new ideas that you can take home and study.


17. Helps get out information to people. 


Things to do in home meetings

A. Spontaneity and flexibility should be the rule.


B. Things that can be done:  Prayer, word, and fellowship.

1. Discussion of topic, or current prophetic theme.



2. Fellowship.



3. Meals and special meals, themes etc.



4. Worship and praise.



5. Special outings.  Bowling, camping, volleyball, ball games etc.



6. Teaching.



7. Ministry to others.  Prayer, encouragement, etc.



8. Service projects.  For individuals, church building, outreach car washes etc.



9. Outreach picnics, block parties, volleyball games etc.



10. Bible Study.



11.Gathering together.  Even when nothing happens, something happens
 
Helpful hints for leaders and assistants.


A. Leadership is a key ingredient for fruitful groups.


B. Don’t be afraid to lead but do not be a dictator.

There is a fine line between lying back and being overly and where the leader feels he must always be in charge

C. Learn to know the flow of the Spirit.


Leaders walk the line between making the flow and watching for it to yield to it.


Don’t be afraid to say “we are off  track” and bring the meeting back into the flow.

Try to avoid letting people turn the meeting into a place of immature personal opinions about controversial subjects.


D. Leaders must be people of prayer and the word.
With the added responsibility of leadership we need to be feeding on the word and spiritually sensitive through prayer.


Always keep in mind the needs and care of the sheep.

Home group leaders and team ministry: we are part of a team. You cannot do this alone.

 Our destiny in God is tied to those He joins us to.  

For a team to work effectively it is important to have leadership and to flow together with it.

It is important for home group leaders to be in tune with the leadership of the Church.  Home group leaders carry delegated authority from the leadership of the church and are thus an extension of the leadership.
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